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Introduction To the Church By Jesus

By Mike Jentes

esus only uses
the word
“church” in the
Gospels two
times. The first ime,
He is introducing us
fo this new ferm. A
word never before
connected to God's
followers. A word
simply meaning
*assembly” or a
"called out group.”

The Lord always
spoke before in king-
dom and national
language and par-
ticularly fo the Jews.
Jesus imbued this
simple term church,
d “cdlled out assem-

bly,” with color.

"I will build my
church, and the
gates of hell will not
overcome it...” Mat-
thew 16:18

SO we see that the
church as Jesus intro-
duced it is:

1) owned by
Him - “my
church”

2) built and di-
rected by HmM
- I will build”

3) itistobe
moving for-
ward against
the darkness —
“the gafes of

From Vi Griffith

hell will not
overcome it."

Unpacking these
fhree descriptors can
be revolutionary for
edch one who is d
part of Jesus' called
out assembly. May
you fo reflect on this
simple, pithy state-
ment of Jesus and
see what implications
might be there for
you.

The second time,

Jesus uses the word
church it is emibed-
ded in a description

(Continued on page 2)

nceina
while | run
into a
feen
mom who dlready
knows Christ, she has
learmed fo trust Him,
she knows that no

maftter what her life
has been like, Jesus
loves her. With His
help she continues
on with her life, car-
ing for herself and
her child. We are
here fo encourage

and pray for het.

Most of the time it is
not like that with our
feen moms. Insfead
the moms have noft
known what it is like

(Continued on page 3)
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